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Introduction
	Muslims and Islam commenced being in the Western media after the 9/11 attack due to negative reasons. If the United States Hollywood film or even drama portrays Muslims and the Arabs as a terrorist, then the story is regarded as a positive representation of them in offsetting the negative view.[footnoteRef:2] Most of the T.V. dramas usually show the Muslims and Arabs as an unjust target of the given hate crimes or as patriotic citizens of the United States. For instance, President Bush was able to distinguish the enemies and friends from the Muslim and Arabs communities. According to him, the enemy of the United States is not the many Arab or Muslim friends.[footnoteRef:3]The enemy is just a radical terrorist network and the government supporting them. [footnoteRef:4] Orientalism theory helps in explaining the way Muslims and Arabs are portrayed after the 9/11 attack. The perceptions of Muslims and Arabs are negative because the media portrayed them so.[footnoteRef:5]Therefore, the aim of this paper is to present the way Orientalism shows the way the West views the East as terrorists and ungrateful people after the 9/11 attack and they discriminate against them. [2: Evelyn Alsultany, "Arabs and Muslims in the media after 9/11: Representational strategies for a" postrace" era." American Quarterly 65, no. 1 (2013): 161]  [3: Alsultany, “Arabs and Muslims in the media after 9/11,” 161.]  [4: Alsultany, “Arabs and Muslims in the media after 9/11,” 161.]  [5: What It's like to Be Muslim in America, TED, accessed April 5, 2021, https://www.ted.com/talks/dalia_mogahed_what_it_s_like_to_be_muslim_in_america?language=en.] 

Discussion
Perception of Arabs/Muslims Post 9/11
	After the 9/11 attack, the acceptance of Muslims by Americans has deteriorated.[footnoteRef:6]The Muslim Americans have been discriminated against, victimized, and stereotyped after the attackbecause they believe that it is important if there is a threat in the state of national security.[footnoteRef:7]The attack which was made on the World Trade Center’s brought much attention to the small number of Arabs living in America. It also made people focus on their relationship with the Muslims in America. As the issue settled, the views of individuals remained scattered. A hunt was in put in place for the suspect, and any hintswere appreciated. However, hijabs or the well-decorated scarves turned to be the hatred target spot.  [6:  Rasha A. Abdulla, “Islam, Jihad, and Terrorism in Post-9/11 Arabic Discussion Boards,” Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication 12, no. 3 (2007): 1063.]  [7: University of Michigan College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. Stereotyping the "Enemy": Changing Arab and Muslim Portrayals Post 9/11, YouTube (YouTube, 2011), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ionSunwjoaA.] 

	Months after the 9/11 attack, Muslim women had to hide at home because of violence and harassment that were presented to them. For the ones who decided to go in public places, they would put on their scarfs in a way that would make them not be recognized as individuals linked to any religious beliefs. Also, when responding to the Islamic community, concerns were provided regarding the events that were devastating as the Islam women were silenced. After 9/11, 206 polls showed that about 22% of the Americans did not want Muslims as their neighbors because they considered them terrorists.[footnoteRef:8]Parents usually about their origin because if they say that they are Muslims, then they are regarded as drug dealers or terrorists. It means that the United States citizens have assumptions on identity.[footnoteRef:9] [8: TedxTalks. Untapped Stereotypes: Evelyn Alsultany at TEDxUofM, YouTube (YouTube, 2013), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4J1Gaz3ByU.]  [9: TedxTalks] 

	Even before the 9/11 attack, the Arabs and the Muslims’ views in the U.S had been skewed. It is a result of mythmaking by the media and film.[footnoteRef:10] The Arabs are considered dangerous and sinister who engage in blowing public buildings and hijacking planes. Therefore, after 9/11, the Americans went on with their harsh opinions and views concerning any individual who resembled the media’s portrayed photos as their enemy.[footnoteRef:11] Few days after the attack, images of the way the hijackers looked were all through the news. The images made the Americans have hatred and fear towards the individuals who resembled the portrayed photos.[footnoteRef:12] The media played a role in fueling the hatred which Americans had towards the Arabs when it was just a small group that carried out the attack. Even after the attack, the media has portrayed that Middle East individuals as people who are ungrateful for the things that the U.S has brought. [10: Rasha, “Islam, Jihad, and Terrorism in Post-9/11,” 1064.]  [11:  Rasha, “Islam, Jihad, and Terrorism in Post-9/1,” 1065.]  [12:  Rasha “Islam, Jihad, and Terrorism in Post-9/11,” 1066.] 

Theoretical Framework (Orientalism)
	Orientalism is defined as a thought style, which is based on the epistemological and ontological distinctions among the Occident and the Orient.[footnoteRef:13]Another definition is that it is a corporate institution working with Orient, which deals with it through making statements, authorizing views, teaching it, describing it, ruling it, and settling it.[footnoteRef:14]Therefore, in this paper, Orientalism is used in showing the perceptions of Muslims and Islam in the United States after the 9/11 attack.  [13:  Schmidt, Silke. "The Framed Arab/Muslim: Mediated Orientalism." In (Re-)Framing the Arab/Muslim: Mediating Orientalism in Contemporary Arab American Life Writing, 139. Bielefeld: Transcript Verlag, 2014. http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv1xxs1s.6.]  [14: Schmidt 139.] 

	The theory helps inunderstandingthe way the stereotyping process is immense. Also, the theory gives the reasons why a westerner who has not visited the Middle east thinks about the area plus its people because he or she has a preconceived image regarding the way they look or even behave.[footnoteRef:15] According to Said, there is a way in which the West people consider Orient. The way they view it distorts the place’s reality, plus people living in it. The 9/11 events triggered Muslims and Islam interest. The consumers of news were presented with religious communities which they have been part of,and they were also given a humane and clear picture concerning issues in their lives and religion as compared to the clichés that were given by the orientalist experts in media on the earlier events.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  Salem, Hajer Ben Hadj. "American Orientalism: How the Media Define What Average Americans Know about Islam and Muslims in the US." International Journal of Humanities and Cultural Studies 2, no. 3 (2015): 2]  [16: Salem, 10-11 ] 

	The media sources just reported the normal lives of the Muslims who were living in America to the neighbors. The media showed the identity dilemmas of those individuals and had the reader or the viewer with facts concerning hate crime events plus civil liberties erosion of the Muslims staying in the United States. Furthermore, most of the news networks and newspapers provided stories concerning Islam’s history, Prophet Mohammed, and Ramadhan that are informative and professional.[footnoteRef:17] The trend helped in dispelling the misunderstanding, lies, and stereotypes regarding Muslimsand Islam after the 9/11 attack. The terrorists have made people believe that they are true Muslims. [footnoteRef:18] The toxic fear presented by the Americans harms everyone and not just Muslims.[footnoteRef:19] [17:  Salem, 4.]  [18: What It's like to Be Muslim in America, TED, accessed April 5, 2021, https://www.ted.com/talks/dalia_mogahed_what_it_s_like_to_be_muslim_in_america?language=en.]  [19: What It's like to Be Muslim in America] 

	The stereotypes which are attributedto Muslims and Arabs have remained the same because the deceptive image has persisted. The Americans just inherited the stereotypes of the Europeans. Thus, the Arabs and Muslims have been presented to pose a security threat to the United States plus its allies after the 9/11 attack. [footnoteRef:20] In preventing radicalization, people should keep into the mosque. [footnoteRef:21] [20: Salem, 5. ]  [21: What It's like to Be Muslim in America, TED, accessed April 5, 2021, https://www.ted.com/talks/dalia_mogahed_what_it_s_like_to_be_muslim_in_america?language=en.] 

	Islam’s stereotype has been embodied with oppression, tyranny, and evil compared to the democratic, righteous, and good of the United States with three main factors. First, just like the case of European Orientalism, the United States of America orientalism has presented deliberately and undeliberatelythe aim of dominating the Arab world, plus it has offered a conceptual arsenal of conquest.[footnoteRef:22] After the Soviet Union’s dismemberment, the world’s emerging order found an inclination to consider the whole world as just one nation, and the United States leads it. The U.S considers itself as the only remaining superpower.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  Salem, 7.]  [23: Salem, 7.] 

	As compared to the African Americans, Asian Americans, Catholic Americans, and Jewish Americans who worked so hard in doing away with stereotypes, the American Muslims are very slow in mobilizing.[footnoteRef:24] The occasional protests of the Arab Americans were not heard. However, even when their protests are heard, they were too faint and did not make the offenders revise their attitudes. Furthermore, the internet is not efficient in offering another narrative in the imposing orientalist discourse.[footnoteRef:25] The reason is that most of the sites people visit in learning Islam are only for Muslims. The sites do not provide the opportunity of introducing, explaining, and interpreting Islam to non-Islam.[footnoteRef:26] Besides, most of the sites do not offer dialogue, and they are usually in Arabic. The same issue is applicable to newspapers and magazines. [24:  Salem, 8.]  [25:  Salem, 8.]  [26:  Salem, 8.] 

	Taken in general, media sources covered the common existence or rather the lives of Muslims in the U.S to its neighbors. They depicted their character predicaments, introduced the reader with realities about disdain wrongdoing occurrences and the disintegration of the everyday freedoms of American Muslims, and opened discussions reflecting worry over and compassion for them.[footnoteRef:27] The vast majority of the papers and news networks broke down in this examination included exceptional anecdotes about Ramadan, Prophet Mohammad, and the historical backdrop of Islam, its principles and educating, were profoundly proficient, insightful, and educational.[footnoteRef:28] This pattern is to be praised and presumably has done a lot to dissipate generalizations, lies, defamation, and misconception about Islam and Muslims after 9/11. [footnoteRef:29]However, it is dangerous with regards to global news announcing. The regretful talk on Islam cultivated by the new representatives of Islam gave the American reader a monolithic, charming, ahistorical picture of Islam, separated from the current history of and variety inside the advanced Islamic world.[footnoteRef:30] They didnot give him/her a profound examination of the foundations of radicalism in certain pieces of the Muslim world. The gap is highly filled with a standard battery of Orientalist researchers and columnists, like Pipes, Lewis, and Emerson, who included out noticeably on T.V. channels, essentially Fox news, and to give their crowd a more intricate talk on Muslim activities, present concerns, and convictions. [27:  Salem, 11.]  [28:  Salem, 11.]  [29: Salem, 11.]  [30:  Salem, 11.] 

Conclusion
	In summary, the media has played a significant role in depicting the Arabs/Muslims in a negative way. They consider them as terrorists just because a small number of them took part in the 9/11 attack. The Orientalism theory is used in the paper inunderstanding the way the stereotyping process is immense. After the 9/11 attack, the consumers of news were presented with religious communities which they have been part of, and they were also given a humane and clear picture concerning issues in their lives and religion as compared to the clichés that were provided by the orientalist experts in media on the earlier events. The Muslims are not a threat to America; they are part of it, and doing away with them will not end terrorism. 
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