WRIT 101 Writer’s Portrait
Spring 2018


Course Goals Framing this Assignment:

· Understand the nature of writing and your own experiences with writing differently than when you began
· Be a more reflective (mindful, self-aware, thoughtful) writer


Assignment Description and Instructions
As a university student (and eventual professional in the world beyond college), you will be introduced to a variety of writing situations with different goals and audiences. Before you can engage as a versatile writer, you must first recognize how you define writing and where you see yourself in that unique landscape. 

For this assignment, you are going to create a 3-5 page exploratory piece explaining your definitions of writing and you as a writer. Consider the following questions to help you find focus:

· What is writing?
· Is there a difference between an author and a writer? Why or why not?
· What do you consider good writing? Why?
· What do you consider bad writing? Why?
· Where does writing come from?
· How to you arrive at the ideas you wish you write about?
· How do you see yourself as a writer?
· What do you currently know about writing?
· What do you know about your own writing strategies?
· In the actual act of writing, what are your processes? How do you begin? What steps do you take?
· How do you learn to write? How do you know you’ve learned something new about writing?
· How do you change your perceptions of writing? Should you change them? Why or why not?

Do not feel as though you have to answer every question. You can focus on a single question or a combination of several to complete your piece. In pursuit of your piece, consider the following elements for support material (bolded items indicate required elements of support):

· Personal experiences and narratives
· Textual evidence/support from readings discussed during this unit
· Previous pieces you have written, both assigned and unassigned
· Textual evidence/support from outside sources and popular writers


Drafting Process
You will engage in a set of three drafts in order to compose a final piece for this assignment.

Brainstorming Draft: This should be a messy, early piece of writing. Let go of the rules of writing and instead focus on your ideas for this paper. Format, paragraph structure, proper grammar, etc. are not the concern of this piece. It should present your ideas and why you might be interested in developing them further. Accepted pieces for this draft include outlines, free writes, tree maps, diagrams, etc. DUE: 1-2 pages by Friday, January 19 by beginning of class

Rough Draft: After receiving instructor and peer feedback on your Brainstorming Draft and engaging with more readings from your text book, start honing and shaping ideas for a more formal piece. Format should be in place, thought should be given to organization and delivery, and a central idea should develop as the focus. DUE: 2-3 pages by Friday, February 2 by beginning of class

[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Draft: Reflecting back on the entire unit of class work, readings, and feedback, you will meet for conferences with me, individually, to revise and complete your final Writer’s Portrait. DUE: 3-5 pages by Monday, February 12 by beginning of class

Document Design
Rough and Final Drafts will be written following the conventions of MLA format as described in your Pocket Style Manual. You can also follow MLA conventions as described by the Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue University. Above all, keep in mind that you must be working with the 2016 updated rules.
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