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1did this with my husband. We started this activity by removing each compartment from the
drawer and the piled-up goods spilling on the table was good evidence this project was going to
be valuable. I then removed all unnecessary items. We had a lot of spare keys that we didn’t
know what doors they went to 5o we threw them away along with dead pens, markers, and empty
note pads. We reduced the amount of packaging and wasted space by un-packaging all the
batteries and big items that didn’t belong in the drawer by putting them in a new home
somewhere else in the home. We discarded paper, clips, and various oddities that had been
tossed in the drawer over time. Doing this together helps assure we are both committed to the
new organization.

To create a structured system, we purchased new organizers. The ones we had previously were
small and impractical. We lined the drawer with a protective liner to make it easier to clean later,
and placed the new organizers in. We put the stationary in the front right corner as a high use
item, 50 they are easily reached. Next to the stationary are two other items we need easy to
identify in case of emergency, the spare car keys and keys to the neighbor’s houses. Things we
don’t use as often are tucked in the back such as cards, extra adapters, tools, and miscellaneous
materials that we choose to retain for infrequent use. 1t's hard to se from the photo, but there are
labels for each bins backside visible from the user’s eye angle that identify what goes in each bin.

We can keep this area clean thanks to the protective mat at the bottom of the drawer. In addition,
we agreed to monitor the drawer for any signs of degradation to its prior state and also to wipe the
drawer every time we mop the floor which is 2 times per month. The organizers allow for a
vessel to contain any spills that may miraculously happen. All pens are clear of any sticky residue
as well as any other items in the drawer. Thanks to these changes and the new system, the items
are easy to find and put away, and the drawer will stay clean and organized.





