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DIRECTOR, RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
My vision is to contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) of Ghana through innovation and research. I am committed to leveraging my 20 years of experience in strategic planning, policy development, organizational leadership, and ability to think outside the box to advance the National Development Planning Commission’s mandate under Article 87 (1) and (2b) of the 1992 Constitution of the Republic of Ghana.
Study and Make Strategic Analysis of Macro-Economic and Structural Reform Options
I believe the bedrock of realizing a sustainable economic growth lies in the establishment of ‘faith’ in the financial sector. The ability to lend to small businesses is the bloodline of a sustainable economic growth. However, the inability to secure trust and repayment of funds from borrowers have contributed to high interest rates and stifled lending practices. As Director of Research and Innovation, I would explore ways to establish ‘faith and trust’ in both micro and macro financing be developing targeted policies in specific industries. This will substantially increase economic activities and further boost our Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
Proposals of Multi-Year Rolling Plans Taking into Consideration the Resource Potential and Comparative Advantage of the Different Districts of Ghana
Each of the 16 regions provide unique resource opportunities for Ghana. However, in the area of tourism, each region provides a unique comparative advantage to boost Ghana’s resources. I believe one of the objectives of the Director of Research and Development is to propose innovative ways to make the most of Ghana’s natural beauty and hospitality by developing our tourist sites. It is estimated that Ghana could earn [endnoteRef:0]$8.3 Billion USD by 2027 but this estimate does not explore all the hidden potentials within the Ghanaian tourism industry. As Director of Research and Innovation, I would propose a multi-year plan to elevate Ghana’s tourism industry in each region and district, exploring all hidden potentials, to exceed the above estimate.  [0:  Ghanaonlinenews (3 April, 2014). Ghana to earn $8.3 Billion USD by 2027. Retrieved 13 December 2020, Ghanaonlinenews.com.] 

Make Proposals for the Protection of the Natural and Physical Environment
A major component of the enhancement of Ghana’s tourism industry encompass cognitive and precise policies that protect the environment. This involves climate change initiatives that seek to protect our land, air, and water. As Director of Research and Innovation, I will work to establish climate friendly policies and efficient ways to reduce air and water pollution. The policies will also include Ghana’s forestry. The United nations recently pronounced climate change as a global emergency issue. I believe Ghana, through the Office of the Director of Research and Innovation can make significant strides in response to this challenge and by extension, SDG numbers 13 to 15. 
Make Proposals for Ensuring the Even Development of the Districts of Ghana by the Effective Utilization of Available Resources
The ‘One-District, One-Factory’ initiative seeks to empower each district in Ghana to realize the ingenuity of the Ghanaian spirit. I am committed to not only promote this initiative but also consistently research ways to ensure the commercialization of the talents of Ghana’s working population. I have observed significant resources, especially in agriculture, in almost every district and I am confident that I can contribute to the effective utilization of those resources within the context of the ‘One-District, One-Factory’ initiative. 
Monitor, Evaluate and Co-ordinate Development Policies, Programmes and Projects
One of my strongest skills is in project management. Over the course of my career, I have developed and led several multi-million-dollar projects for the State of California. I am confident that I can do the same for the National Development Planning Commission (NDPC) as it seeks to satisfy its mandate under the constitution. I am committed to contributing to and delivering value-added projects to the portfolio of the NDPC. 
Conclusion
Each of the mandates above has a direct impact on NDPC’s ability to meet and satisfy Article 87 (1) and (2b) of the 1992 Constitution of the Republic of Ghana and draws on the expertise of the Director of Research and Innovation.
It is my desire and vision to fully execute the duties of Director of Research and Innovation.
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