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National Culture Orientation
Student’s Name
Institution’s Name
The Indian Culture

Introduction.


India, located in the southern part of Asia is one of the few countries with the oldest cultures and beliefs and is a subject to excess influence on languages. The English language is not so commonly used in India since most Hindus prefer using their diverse languages while communicating. In as much as India is a country largely dominated by the Hindu religion, it is also the second largest country with the Muslim religion.


Unlike other religious backgrounds, the Hindu religion does not have any theoretical background but have various practices and teachings in regards to their religion. Such include, Yoga which is a practice used for self-meditation and relaxing purposes which results in a connection between the mind, body, and soul. They also teach on self - discipline and faith practices, and this just justifies their great success in everything they do. Due to the lack of a solid religious background, they tend to worship the cow as they see it as sacred (Shils, 1959).

Indians value family a lot and tend to respect the values coming from each family as they establish a great foundation in their day to day lives. Marriages among the Hindus are first arranged and a spouse is selected for either of them. Once the parents agree to the proposed arrangement, then the couples are made aware of it and get meet as the marriage arrangements go on. Hindus like to live within the same household with up to four generations in the same place. However, in this Hindu culture, women get to receive dowry prices instead of the norm we are already used to and then men get to receive the inheritance from their families respectively. The modernization has however changed somethings from this culture since nowadays, one does not have to go through arranged marriages. That’s a thing of the past (Guide, 2019).
Social classes are so common in India. They are divided into four major classes. These classes define who is a person is and how worthy and wealthy they are. These classes include; Kshatriyas, Shudras, Vaishyas and the Brahmins (Shils, 1959).
Kshatriyas: These are the rulers and warriors, strong in nature.

Shudras: These are the workers or laborers.

Vaishya’s: These are mostly traders, very good in business.

Brahmins: These are the teachers and are most intelligent, mostly the learned.


One is labeled to belong to a particular class at birth and intermarrying was originally not allowed especially if among people from different classes but this seems to be a thing of the past now as people nowadays intermarry regardless of the classes they belong to.


Hindu culture is male-dominated. This is to say that; women have no particular say when it comes to any decision making in this culture. Women tend to be homemakers and are given little or no schooling while men are given the opportunity to school. The female gender is not valued in this culture and in case of a divorce the husband is entitled to everything while the wife is taken back home. The women are also labeled as second in everything both at home and in workplaces, a woman is not supposed to be a ruler. Statistics show that India is a country with a larger population as men and this enables them to easily dominate the country (Guide, 2019).

Due to the discipline and self-medication practices in the country, India is said to be a fast-growing economic country where a higher percentage of the population is employed in the industrial and agricultural areas and thus providing good living standards for most people within the region. Their growth is considered a long term due to the positive measures the country has established to curb poverty and improve the living standards of its inhabitants. Most Hindus are great chefs and like to eat their food spicy. However, they do not consume beef as the cow is seen as a sacred animal. They like to serve their food in metallic like plated called “thali” which are divided into different subsections to accommodate different types of meals. Hindu’s are artistic in the sense that, they love to dance especially during festivals, they are sport oriented, and are great actors and actresses hence their Bollywood film industry, which is the largest film production all across the world (Shils, 1959).

Greetings in India are not just for everyone. For example, a man cannot shake hand with a woman unless they are married. They greet each other while putting their hands together and saying “Namaste” which is most overrated in the urban populated areas. The Indian culture is mostly about the hierarchy where those who are superior are valued first then the rest follow. Communication in this country us not direct as one might mean a different thing from what they have said and therefore for those who are unfamiliar with this might end up experiencing miscommunication problems. For example, shaking the head side to side means Yes in India while the same means no in every other part of the world (Guide, 2019).

Dignity is key when it comes to Hindus especially from the women. They are expected to put on decent clothing’s which are not revealing and should always be accompanied with jewelry as it said to beautify the woman’s image. People around this region are recognized by their class and status and ought to be addressed as so. The Indians are best known to be great bargainers and this is why they thrive in business due to the bargaining skills they have acquired. Although most people think they use witchcraft to thrive in business due to their idol worshiping practices which they refer to as gods, this has since not yet been confirmed if the practice is true or not.

Below is a graph to show the six dimensions that control India from the most dominating to the least dominant.
[image: image1.png]77
o 56 5
0
I I 2
Power. Individualism Masculinity Uncertainty Long Term Indulgence
Distance Avoidance  Orientation



 (Hofstede, 2019).
Power Distance in India.

“This dimension deals with the fact that all individuals in societies are not equal – it expresses the attitude of the culture towards these inequalities amongst us. Power Distance is defined as the extent to which the less powerful members of institutions and organizations within a country expect and accept that power is distributed unequally.” (Hofstede, 2019).
My own example to support the above;

Power is the only thing that marks Indians and makes them different from every other culture globally due to the value they show to people who are of high power in every way, and this comparison makes the poor to seem so helpless and with no say. E.g. From their different classes, the laborers cannot be traders or teachers.

Individualism in India 

“The fundamental issue addressed by this dimension is the degree of interdependence a society maintains among its members. It has to do with whether people´s self-image is defined in terms of “I” or “We”. In Individualist societies people are supposed to look after themselves and their direct family only. In Collectivist societies, people belong to ‘in groups’ that take care of them in change for loyalty.” (Hofstede, 2019).
My own example to support the above;

Hindus are mostly individualists as they care for only the concern of their people and only matters affecting their people and do not accommodate the views from other people who are not from their region. E.g. Every food joint is served with spicy foods as that is what they are used to and cannot compromise for the foreigners.

Masculinity in India.

“A high score (Masculine) on this dimension indicates that the society will be driven by competition, achievement, and success, with success being defined by the winner / best in the field – a value system that starts in school and continues throughout organizational life.” (Hofstede, 2019).
My own example to support the above;

In India, the man is the voice of the society and no woman can come up against the man. E.g. the man gets to have a better education compared to the woman, and they get to inherit everything in the case of a divorce. They believe women are not competent enough to handle large tasks.

Conclusively, in an encounter with the Hindu and their culture, one major thing that has always stood out for me is their different mode of communication which involves shaking your head to mean yes. An experience I learned while at an Indian restaurant with some college friends and the waiter had asked if we needed our food to be too spicy or medium spice and we ended up agreeing to the too spicy food since we shook our head to show that we were not interested in the too spicy food but the waiter instead misinterpreted that for a yes. And the rest was a terrible nightmare. This is to show that while going to a different place with different cultures it is good to first understand what they do and why they do it.
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